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Multidisciplinary Team Approach

ÅAdult Protective Services
ÅOffice of the Ombudsman
ÅOffice of Consumer Affairs
Å/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
ÅSenior Services

ÅGlouCoHousing Authority
ÅSouth Jersey Legal Services
ÅLocal Medical Institutions 

ÅAnd other local agencies and community partners
!ƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΧΦ



With Goals of: 

ÅProviding Education and Safeguards for the Senior Community

ÅEncouraging reporting by Victim(s), Families and the 
Community

ÅWorking with local Financial and Medical Institutions to protect 
Gloucester County Seniors

ÅIdentifying disconnects in the systems and collaborating on 
addressing those disconnects



Who is a Vulnerable Adult?

A vulnerable adult is usually defined by social or 
medical care agencies and the definition can vary from 
one to another. In general terms, it is an adult who has 

a learning, physical or mental disability or one who 
has limited physical or mental capacity.



Who is a Vulnerable Adult?

×Person over 18 who has a 
developmental disability 

×Person who is found to be 
άƛƴŎŀǇŀŎƛǘŀǘŜŘέ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘ 
subsequently having a 
guardian assigned

×Person over the age of 60 
years old who has a 
functional, mental or 
physical disability to care for 
self 



Elder Abuse is a largely unrecognized and untreated 
social problem that threatens the right of elderly people 

to lead a dignified life

Shameis one of the most common psychological effects of Elder 
Abuse which includes feelings of:

Learned helplessness Alienation 

Humiliation Fear and Anxiety 

Indignity Post Traumatic Stress

Damaged self-esteem A Sense of Worthlessness 

A Belief that the elder contributed to or caused the abuse in some way



Rates of Victimization for People with 
Disabilities
People with disabilities are two and a half times more likely to be the victim of abuse, violent 
crime or exploitation than people without disabilities

People with disabilities are more likely to be victimized by someone they know well, a caregiver, 
family member or acquaintance

People with disabilities, like elderly persons, often do not report their victimizationτMany 
people report that they simply do not know how or where to report.



Seniors/Vulnerable Adults fail to report 
for a number of reasons:
No Family To Report Abuse To ςMay not have family members to talk to about 
abuse. If the abuse is occurring at the hand of a caretaker in a nursing home 
facility for example, and the person has no remaining family, they may not 
report the abuse.

Fear Of Retaliation ςBeing abused in a residential nursing facility may be 
fearful that reporting the abuse will only result in worse abuse from their 
caregivers. Fear of retaliation effects people living in all institutional or 
residential settings.

Shame In Regards To Abuse ςMay feel ashamed of abuse being directed 
towards them, and feel too embarrassed to talk about it with someone they 
trust. This is a common phenomenon that victims of any type of abuse may 
experience.


