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• According to the Developmental Disabilities Act, 

section 102(8), "the term 'developmental disability' 

means a severe, chronic disability of an individual 5 

years of age or older that:

• Is attributable to a mental or physical impairment or 

combination of mental and physical impairments; 

• Is manifested before the individual attains age 22; 

• Is likely to continue indefinitely; 
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• Results in substantial functional limitations in three or 

more of the following areas of major life activity;

• Self-care; 

• Receptive and expressive language; 

• Learning; 

• Mobility; 

• Self-direction; 

• Capacity for independent living; and 

• Economic self-sufficiency.
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Reflects the individual's need for a combination and 

sequence of special, interdisciplinary, or generic 

services, supports, or other assistance that is of lifelong 

or extended duration and is individually planned and 

coordinated, except that such term, when applied to 

infants and young children means individuals from birth 

to age 5, inclusive, who have substantial developmental 

delay or specific congenital or acquired conditions with a 

high probability of resulting in developmental disabilities 

if services are not provided."
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• Autism
• Brain injury
• Cerebral palsy
• Down syndrome
• Fetal alcohol syndrome
• Neurological Impairment
• Many other causes
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• Speak in a straightforward manner and check 
understanding.

• Be patient and wait for the person to finish what 
they are saying.

• Don’t pretend to understand the person if you 
don’t. Ask them to repeat what they have just said 
or to say it in another way (using different words, 
for instance).
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. . . be easily victimized and targeted for victimization

. . . be less likely or able to report victimization

. . . be easily influenced by and eager to please others

. . . think that how they have been treated is normal and not 

realize the victimization is a crime

. . . think the perpetrator is a “friend”

. . . be unaware of how serious or dangerous the situation is

. . . not be considered as credible witnesses, even in 

situations where such concern is unwarranted

. . . have very few ways to get help, get to a safe place or 

obtain victim services or counseling

(http://www.thearc.org/what-we-do/resources/fact-sheets/criminal-justice)
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