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Criminal Offenses

üUnlike every other state except Maine, 

New Jersey does not have felonies and 

misdemeanors

üIn New Jersey, all criminal matters are 

broken down as follows:

¸ Crimes (a.k.a. indictable)

¸ Disorderly persons

¸ Petty disorderly persons

¸ Local ordinance

¸ Motor vehicle



Whatôs The Difference?

üWhen a person is charged with a crime, 

they are facing a possible State Prison 

term of incarceration

üWhen a person is charged with a 

disorderly persons offense, they are facing 

a maximum term of 180 days in the 

County Jail



Crimes and Offenses

Crimes: State Prison

ü1st Degree: Between 10 and 20 years

ü2nd Degree: Between 5 and 10 years

ü3rd Degree: Between 3 and 5 years

ü4th Degree:  Not to exceed 18 months

Offenses: County Jail

üDisorderly persons offense: Up to 180 days

üPetty disorderly persons offense: Up to 30 days

üLocal ordinance: Up to 90 days 

üMotor vehicle: Up to 180 days and loss of license


